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Increasing the mastery of high school students on German language requires an 

adequate quality of teachers. So far, the German language standard of high school 

students has not been clearly defined in the curriculum of high school. However, if it is 

viewed from the goals to be achieved and compared to the standards set by the 

Gemeinsame Europäische Referenzsrahmen (GER), in this case Profile Deutsch, the 

mastery of high school students on German by the time of graduation is at the level of 

A1. Lately it seems the standard of high school students on German are expected to be 

higher, namely the levels of A2, and even B1 for schools that have Pasch Programs 

(Partner School). Therefore, the standards of German teachers in Indonesia will have to 

be improved as well. Ideally the standard of teachers who teach German as a foreign 

language abroad is C1. However the standards of high school teachers in Indonesia 

nowadays are between A2 and B2. There were 35 German teachers surveyed, and the 

number of them with B2 level reached only 15%. The rests are even lower (A2 and B1). 

Those levels seemed not to have sufficient requirements to teach high school students 

with A2 level. In this paper the author tries to describe the standards of the language 

competences of German teachers in Malang (East Java) and to find a suitable training 

model for German teachers to improve their language competence standards. Such 

efforts should also be undertaken by universities, especially those that ‘produce’ 

German teachers to improve their language competence and to find appropriate 

curriculum policy for students who will later become the German teachers with better 

standards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

Introduction 

 

The role of a professional educator is badly needed in order to achieve the goals of 

National Education. In accordance with the Law of the Republic of Indonesia No.20 of 

2003 on National Education System, an educator is a professional profession. Therefore 

the professionalism of a teacher is required in order to continue the development in 

science and technology, as well as community needs including the need for qualified 

human resources who has the capability to be able to compete well in regional forums, 

national and international levels. 

 

Various issues relating to the conditions of teachers are (1) the diversity of the ability of 

teachers in the learning and mastering knowledge, (2) the absence of an accurate 

measuring tool to determine the ability of teachers, (3) the training done do not reflect 

the teachers needs, and (4) the teachers welfare has not been adequate. If it is not solved 

soon, it will have an impact on the poor quality of education. The poor quality of 

education is such as  (1) the student's ability to absorb the subjects taught by the 

teachers is not maximal, (2) poor character building is reflected in the attitudes and life 

skills possessed by each student, (3) lack of ability to read, write and numeracy of 

students, especially at the basic level. Accordingly, the regulation No. 25 of 2000 on 

National Development Programme which contains the pioneering the establishment of 

the Accreditation Unit and Teaching Certification in the region is a form of quality 

improvement efforts of teachers. 

 

In addition to the quality standards set by the government, some institutions are also 

trying to determine a standard that can be used as a reference to reach the target. In 

terms of foreign languages, in this case German, policy makers and teachers refer to the 

Profile Deutsch. Profile Deutsch determines learning objectives, describing Abilities 

and communicative resources for levels A1 - C2 of the "Common European Framework 

of Reference for Languages". Profile Deutsch is aimed at teachers, heads of institutions, 

authors of textbooks, curriculum developers, text developers and exam specialists in the 

field of German as a Foreign or Second Language. 

 

Profile Deutsch describes all levels of the "Common European Framework of Reference 

for Languages" and thus makes language skills measurable. It includes a database on 

CD-ROM with descriptions of abilities, vocabulary and grammar which are assigned to 

the different levels. Lists of learning and communications strategies and text types are 

also included in the database. The CD-ROM allows the instructor to carry out various 

searches, assemble materials from the various lists and use them for further processing 

in other programs. Profile Deutsch is a reference work, a checklist and a Treasure Trove 

and can be adapted to regional circumstances or specific requirements. 

 

Teachers competence cover four core competencies, namely pedagogical competence, 

personality, social and professional. The entire teachers core competencies must be 

integrated in their appearance that is integrated with internal and external environment 

of the school which includes the scope of the external environment, the environment or 

educational institution on the scope of the school, and on the scope of the class. 
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The Mastery of High School Students on German 

 

Before stepping on improving the competence of teachers, schools should ideally have 

described the expected competencies of graduates. Referring to the national education 

goals, the school shall establish expected outcome indicators in each lesson, as well as 

in learning the German language. The German syllabus at high school outlined goals to 

be achieved in each discussed theme. But the level of students' mastery on German has 

not entirely match the standard (A1, A2, etc.) such as those encountered in Profile 

Deutsch to facilitate the understanding of one's language skills. On the other hand, the 

level of high school students are required to have a standard. When a student has the 

competence level of A2 for example, someone who understands Deutsch Standard 

Profile can automatically find out and conclude the things the mastery of that student. 

 

After comparing the competencies that have to be mastered by high school students in 

German curriculum with the standards of Profile Deutsch for German language, it can 

be said that high school students who take language program should be at the level of 

A2 by the time of graduation, and those from non language program are at the level of 

A1. For high schools that have PASCH programs (partner Schule), students are 

expected to have a B1 level. To produce students with German language competence at 

level A1 are not easy, let alone to produce students of level A2 and B1. This was caused 

by language skills of the teacher which is actually not sufficient enough.  

 

however, an encouraging portrait can be seen in the last five to ten years. The 

competencies of high school students who participated in various competitions related 

to the German language can be said quite good. Some high schools whose teacher have 

a better competence, the students have a good performance any way. Therefore, the 

teachers competence need to be increased, so that the students competence standards 

will be improved. 

 

Language Skills of German Teacher 

 

Competence of teachers is an ability to reflect the performance through the learning 

process and carry out the task of facilitating the development of potential through an 

atmosphere of teaching and learning processes that can meet the needs of students.  The 

competence of German teacher is formally demonstrated through proficiency certificate 

issued by competent authorities, in this case the Goethe Institut. But in daily interaction 

with the German teachers can also be seen the level of their mastery of the German 

language. For people who has been learning German for a minimum of 4 years at the 

university level, linguistic competence is demonstrated by the German teachers in 

general can be said to be not satisfactory. It is shown in communication with colleague 

and also the German teacher at the time of the teaching and learning process in the 

classroom. 

 

In general, German teacher in Indonesia rely on the ability of the German language 

more or less remained at the level A2 to teach students who are required to have a better 

standard. How can we produce students with good competencies if the teaching 

competence, both linguistic and pedagogical competence is not enhanced. 
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The language skills of German teacher throughout Indonesia are just in the same level. 

From 35 German teachers surveyed in Malang, teachers with the B2 standar reaches 

only 15%. The rest are still at the level of B1 (60%) and A2 (25%). Standards that 

teachers have are of course still very low if it is viewed from the target to be achieved. It 

is hard to imagine, a teacher with standard competences A2 can produce students with 

the competencies A1, A2 or B1. Ideally, a teacher should have competence at level C1 

or at least B2.With the linguistic competence at that level, a teacher will be able to teach 

better and more confident. 

 

In terms of age, a teachers with linguistic competence A2 are at the age of 40-50 

years. The teacher between 25-39 years old are at level B1 and B2. It can be said that 

the graduates who became teachers in the last 10 years (young teachers) have a better 

language skills. This condition is thought to occur in other cities, including cities thet 

have Goethe Institut like Jakarta, Bandung, and Surabaya. 

 

German graduates who are projected to be German teachers at the high school level in 

last three years have actually been equipped with B2 competence. Various matters 

relating to linguistic and pedagogic competence have also been taught. It could be 

argued that graduates are ready to teach at the high school level. But for many reasons, 

most graduates could not maintain their language skills and even some graduates who 

work in fields which do not have anything to do with the German language, the 

language skills gradually decreased. Therefore, various models of training to improve 

language skills or just as a refreshment should always be conducted. 

 

There are still many German teacher (40%) who had never had the opportunity to 

improve their linguistic competence through education and training, both organized by 

the Goethe Institute as well as by other institutions. Such an opportunity is actually very 

helpful for the teachers to develop their competence, though not all teachers can take 

part of it because of some particular reasons. 

 

Overview of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages 

 

As we knew, the students who learn the German language in Indonesia, particularly in 

the Universities and Course institutions, have been using teaching materials adapted to 

European standards in the last 4 years. The following description can give an idea of 

expected linguistic competence of high school students and competencies that teachers 

have to be mastered. 

 

A1 

Can use familiar everyday expressions and very basic phrases and phrases aimed at 

specific Satisfying needs. 

Can introduce Himself and others and ask questions about personal details - Such as 

where They Live, They know people and Things They have - can ask and answer this 

way. 

Can Interact in a simple way provided the other person or other person SLOWLY and 

Cleary talks and is prepared to help. 
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A2 

Can Understand sentences and frequently used expressions related to areas of most 

immediate relevance (eg very basic personal and family information, shopping, local, 

local). 

Can communicate in simple and routine tasks, in the which it is a simple and direct 

exchange of information on familiar and routine matters. 

Can describe in simple terms aspects of his / her background, immediate environment 

and matters in areas of immediate need. 

 

B1 

Can Understand the main ideas of complex text on Both concrete and abstract topics, in 

Their field of Specialization. 

Can Interact with a Fluency and spontaneity That makes regular interaction with native 

speakers without strain for either party possible. 

Can be expressed on a wide range of subjects and detail and explain a viewpoint on a 

topical issue giving the advantages and Disadvantages of Various Options. 

 

B2 

Can Understand the main ideas of complex text on Both concrete and abstract topics, in 

Their field of Specialization. 

Can Interact with a Fluency and spontaneity That makes regular interaction with native 

speakers without strain for either party possible. 

Can be expressed on a wide range of subjects and detail and explain a viewpoint on a 

topical issue giving the advantages and Disadvantages of Various Options 

 

C1 

Can Understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts and Recognize implicit 

meaning. 

Can spontaneously and fluently, without much obvious searching for expressions. 

Can use language in social and professional life, or in training and studies effectively 

and flexibly. 

Can Produce clear, structured, detailed text on complex subjects, showing controlled 

use of the sentences 

 

C2 

Can Understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts and Recognize implicit 

meaning. 

Can spontaneously and fluently, without much obvious searching for expressions. 

Can use language in social and professional life, or in training and studies effectively 

and flexibly. 

Can Produce clear, structured, detailed text on complex subjects, showing controlled 

use of the sentences. 

 

 

Obstacles in Improving Teachers Competence 

 

Some teachers openly admitted their weaknesses on German language and express that 

they are eager to improve their competence. The lack of competence development of 



6 

 

German teacher at high school can be caused by several factors. 

1. The ability of teachers did not increase because there are not much opportunity for 

the German language teachers to improve their language skills through courses because 

the location of the city of Malang is quite far from Jakarta, Bandung or Surabaya, which 

have the Goethe Institut. 

2. Teaching materials that had been used in high school do not have a standard based on 

the Profile Deutsch, on the other hand the expected standard of graduates has already 

used Profile Deutsch. The use of these materials does not help them improve their 

competence. 

3. Some teachers felt satisfied with their linguistic competence, so there is no desire to 

improve their language competence.  

 

The factors above are a fraction of some of the obstacles encountered the German 

teacher. In addition, the trainings organized by the Goethe Institute and other 

institutions are not so much. 

 

How To Improve The Teachers Competence 

 

So far, many efforts has been undertaken to improve the quality of education, 

particularly teachers quality and teachers education which is conducted by the 

government. Regrettably, the efforts to improve teachers quality and teachers education 

is carried out based on the view from "outside the circle or outside the teachers 

education". There are too many policies in the education taken without listening to the 

teacher's voice. 

 

From the things mentioned above, the author tries to give some ideas that can be done to 

improve the language skills of German teachers, namely 1) Teachers should take the 

opportunities when there is an invitation to increase their competence, 2) the curriculum 

at universities should be reviewed so that the teachers candidate have produced a higher 

competency (B2/C1)) compared to previous graduates, 3) institutions should conduct 

more training for teachers who have been teaching for a long time, whether to enhance 

their skills or as a refreshment.  

 

Basically improving the quality of a person must be a personal responsibility. Therefore 

efforts to improve teacher quality lies in themselves. It required a self-awareness of the 

teacher to constantly and continually improve their knowledge and skills, so that they 

can improve the quality of work as a professional teacher. 

 

The Alternative Training Model 

 

Training for German teachers in Indonesia has been conducted by Goethe Institute and 

Centre For Development and Empowerment of Language Teachers and Education 

Personnel (PPPPTK) Jakarta. The theacher found that this activity is very positive. 

However, the training which is usually done centrally is still an obstacle for teachers in 

the region. Apart form the training offered by the Goethe Institut, the author also 

outlined other training models for the German teacher in Indonesia. 
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Considering that the teacher are so busy at school and most of them are civil servants, 

the training model that might be offered to the German teacher in Malang is the training 

in which the participants do not have to leave the place or city where they teach. There 

are several reasons that can be given, namely 1) the teachers can continue to perform 

their tasks at school and on certain days can join the training, 2) they also do not have to 

leave the family for such a long time because the training is done in their own city, 3) 

the training time can be adjusted to the schedules of teachers at schools or can be done 

on weekends, 4) the number of training hours can be discussed with the participants in 

accordance with the level of the mastery on the German language. 

 

As a lecturer at the university who always serve the public, the authors and other staff at 

the German Department, State University of Malang has designed a training for German 

teachers since few months ago. After the dissemination, the teachers seemed 

enthusiastic. Hopefully, increasing linguistic competency standard of German teachers 

can be realized, so the quality of German language learners at the high school level 

would be even better. Thus the expected standard can easily be achieved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edy Hidayat, S.Pd., M.Hum. 

Jurusan Sastra Jerman, Fakultas Sastra 

Universitas Negeri Malang 

 



8 

 

 

 

Bibliography 

 

 

 

Basuki, Imam Agus. 2010. Meningkatkan Kompetensi Guru. Malang: UM-Press 

 

Depdikbud. 1994. Garis-Garis Besar Pengajaran SMU Bahasa Jerman. Jakarta: 

Departemen Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan. 

 

Departemen Pendidikan Nasional. 2002. Kurikulum Berbasis Kompetensi. Jakarta: 

Pusat Kurikulum Balitbang Depdiknas. 

 

Glaboniat, et al. 2005. Profile Deutsch.: Berlin & München: Langenscheidt KG Verlag 

Radar Banten, Masih Banyak Guru yang Belum Sesuai Kualifikasi . Surat Kabar; Edisi 

Senin, 03 Oktober 2011 | 09:35 WIB  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 

 

Edy Hidayat, S.Pd., M.Hum. 

Jurusan Sastra Jerman, Fakultas Sastra 

Universitas Negeri Malang 

 


